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Trend unemployment falling 


The provisional trend estimate of unemployment fell in April 1993 for 
the fourth successive month, after increasing since November 1989. 
Trend estimates of total employment are relatively flat although the 
trend in full-time employment continues to increase. The trend estimate 
of the unemployment rate has fallen in each of the last three months 
and the trend participation rate has been decreasing since August 1992. 


Employment 

The April 1993 seasonally adjusted estimate of employed persons was 
7,652,000, a fall of 75,300 since March. Full-time employment fell by 
36,400 to 5,904,500, with falis of 24,300 and 12,100 respectively in the 
number of males and females in full-time employment. The seasonally 
adjusted estimate of part-time employment fell by 39,000 to 1,747,500, 
with female part-time employment falling by 23,100 to 1,317,300 and the 
number of males in part-time employment falling by 15,800 to 430,200. 


Unemployment 

The seasonally adjusted estimate of unemployed persons in April 1993 
was 914,200, a decrease of 27,200 since March. Male unemployment 
increased Sy 15,900 to 590,600, mainly due to a rise of 11,900 in the 
number of males seeking full-time work. Seasonally adjusted female 
unemployment fell by 43,100 to 323,500, with falls of 29,500 and 13,600 
respectively in the number of females seeking full-time work and 
part-time work 
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Unemployment rate 

The seasonally adjusted estimate of the unemployment rate in April 
1993 was 10.7 per cent, a fall of 0.2 percentage points since March. The 
male unemployment rate fell by 0.4 percentage points to 11.8 per cent, 
while the female unemployment rate fell 1.0 percentage point to 

9.1 per cent. 


Participation rate 

The seasonally adjusted estimate of the labour force participation rate in 
April 1993 was 61.9 per cent, a fall of 0.8 percentage points since March. 
The male participation rate fell 0.4 percentage points to 73.4 per cent. 
For females, the participation rate was 50.6 per cent, a fall of 

1.2 percentage points since March. 


For further information, order the publication The Labour Force, Australia, 
Preliminary (6202.0), or contact Heather Crawford on (06) 252 6525. 


Prices of building materials — 
increase in timber and concrete 


Higher prices of structural timber and ready mixed concrete were 
mainly responsible for an overall increase in the price of building 
materials in March 1993. 


In March, the price of timber and concrete used in house building rose 
by 1.7 per cent and 1.0 per cent respectively. Similarly prices of timber 
and concrete used in other forms of building increased by 2.3 per cent 
and 0.8 per cent. Allowing for other price increases and decreases, the 
price of materials used in house building increased by 0.5 per cent from 
February to March and those for materiais used in other forms of 
building by 0.2 per cent. 


On an annual basis, prices of materials used in house building increased 
by 2.9 per cent and by 0.9 per cent for materials used in other forms of 
building. 


PRICES OF BUILDING MATERIAL’, MARCH 1993 


Percentage change 

House building Other than house building 

From From 

From corresponding From corresponding 

previous month of previows month of 

City month previous year month previous year 

Sydney 08 21 01 -08 

Melbourne 0.7 46 04 25 

Brisbane 0.1 24 01 17 

Adelaide 06 af 0.2 11 

Perth 04 7 03 07 

Hobart 6.0 1a 01 08 
Weighted average of 

six State capitals 05 2 02 0.9 

Darwin — Not avsiliiie — -06 -0.2 

Canberra 01 ad 01 04 


For further information, order the publications Price Index of Materials Used in 
House Building, Six State Capital Cities and Canberra (6408.0) and Price Index 
of Materials Used in Building Other Than House Building, Eight Capital Cities 
(6407.0), or contact Mark Dickson on (06) 252 6198. 


Small business is big business 


The ‘typical’ Australian employing business is a proprietary limited 
company employing less than five people. It operates from just one 
business location, is in the finance, property and business services sector 
of the economy and is capital city based. 


This information, and other industry-wide views of Australian 
businesses and business structures are available from Profiles of 
Australian Business, the first issue of which was released last week. 
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The publication contains statistics taken from an August 1992 ‘snapshot’ 
of the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) business register, a database 
on Australian employing businesses (including government agencies 
and non-profit organisations) plus all farms. It gives a breakdown of 
both public and private business by industry, employment size, State of 
location and type of legal structure. 


An example of the economy-wide perspectives on the structure of 
business is that only about 8 per cent of employing businesses operate 
from more than one location and only about 1 per cent operate from 
locations in more than one State. 


The publication also shows that the largest 2,000 businesses account for 
about 50 per cent of all Australian employees with the largest 100 
employing about 25 per cent. By contrast, nearly 85 per cent of 
employing businesses have less than 20 staff, while under 1 per cent of 
businesses employ more than 100 staff. 


Of businesses with more than 100 employees, about 20 per cent are in 
the public sector, although the public sector accounts for less than 
1 per cent of tote! businesses. 


In the private sector overall, there are more unincorporated businesses 
(e.g. sole proprietors, partnerships etc.) than incorporated businesses. 
Looking at individual types of legal structure, however, the most 
common type is the proprietary limited company (38%) and even for 
those businesses with less than five employees, 25 per cent are 
proprietary limited companies. 


For further information, order the publication Profiles of Australian Business 
(1322.0), or contact Richard Cottam on (06) 252 5406, 


Slight increase in home lending 


The provisional trend estimate for the number of dwelling units 
financed for owner occupation in March 1993 increased by 1.0 per cent 
over the February 1993 estimate, and represented an increase of 

12.3 per cent over the March 1992 estimate. This may indicate that the 
slight downward trend, which began in September 1992, has ceased in 
December 1992. 


The increase in the trend estimate for March 1993 reflected an increase 
across the three housing lending categories. 


The increase in the provisional trend estimate for each lending category 
was ‘construction of dwellings’, up 0.7 per cent; ‘purchase of existing 
dwellings’, up 1.2 per cent; ‘newly erected dwellings’, up 9.1 per cent. 
For the category ‘newly erected dwellings’ this is the first monthly 
upward movement since the trend began to decline in July 1992. 


The seasonally adjusted estimate for the number of dwelling units 
financed in March 1993 increased by 5.6 per cent over February 1993, 
The corresponding original figures recorded an increase of 23.8 per cent 
during March 1993. 


For further information, order the publication Housing Finance for Owner 
Occupation, Australia (5609.0), or contact Darryl Malam on (06) 252 7117. 
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Fall in export prices 


The Export Price Index fell 24 per cent between February and March 1993 
to stand only 2.8 per cent above its position one year earlier. 


A general factor contributing to the March decrease was the rise in the 
value of the Australian dollar against the major trading currencies. Price 
decreases were recorded for about half the items in the index. The main 
contributors to the decrease were wool, coal and wheat. 


EXPORT PRICES, MARCH 1993 
Percentage change 


From From corresponding 


Commodity group previous month month of previous year 
Prepared foodstuffs -19 79 
Vegetable products -31 74 
Live animals ard animal products -13 71 
Mineral products -25 56 
Motor vehicles, aircraft and vessels 08 48 
Machinery and mechanical appliances -08 32 
Products of chemical or allied industries -21 31 
Gold, diamonds and coin -34 30 
Base metals and articles of base metals -43 -19 
Wool and cotton fibres -36 -138 
All groups -24 28 


For further information, order the publication Export Price Index, Australia 
(6405.0), or contact Peter Cordy on (06) 252 5541. 


Faster growth of R&D spending 
in higher education sector 


From 1988 to 1990, higher education expenditure on research and 
development (HERD) increased 25 per cent to $1,351 million at current 
prices. At average 1984-85 prices, this is approximately $986 million — 
én increase of 15 per cent. 


At average 1984-85 prices, HERD increased at an annual rate of 
approximately 7 per cent between 1988 and 1990 compared with an 
annual rate of approximately 5 per cent between 1984 and 1988. 


In 1990 HERD represented 0.36 per cent of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP), compared with 0.32 per cent in 1988. Australia ranked fifth in 
the OECD countries for the HERD/GDP ratio, behind Japan, the 
Netherlands, the USA, and Germany. 


In 1990, the four major fields of research in which most higher 

education R&D expenditure occurred were medical and health sciences 
($225 million), biological sciences ($159 million), the humanities 

($119 million) and engineering ($90 million). These positions were 
similar in 1988, with the exception of humanities and engineering which 
swapped positions. Continued .., 
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The Commonwealth Government funded 88 per cent of research and 
development in higher education in 1990, down from 91 per cent in 
1988, 


RESEARCH AND EXPERIMENTAL DEVELOPMENT CARRIED OUT BY HIGHER 
EDUCATION ORGANISATIONS 


$ million 
1984 1986 1988 1990 
At current prices 
Universities 663.1 49 1022.3 1,274.3 
Colleges of Advanced 
Education 227 367 5 765 
Total 685.7 881.7 1076.8 1,350.8 
At average 1984-85 prices 
Universities 679.8 750.8 819.8 9342 
Colleges of Advanced 
Education 233 322 41.1 516 


Total 703.2 783.0 860.9 985.8 


There were 27,081 person years devoted to research and development in 
the higher education sector in 1990. Researchers accounted for 

76 per cent of this research effort with technicians and other supporting 
staff accounting for the remainder. 


For further information, order the publication Research and Experimental 
Development, Higher Education Organisations, Australia (8111.0), or contact 
Derek Byars on (06) 252 5627. 


This week in brief ... 


[ Overseas arrivals and departures 
The total number of overseas movements in February 1993 was 
513,000, 4 per cent more than in February 1992. There were 431,000 
arrivals (5% more than in February 1992) and 382,000 departures 
(3% more than in February 1992). 


Source: Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Australia, February 1993 (3401.0). 


[} Award rates of pay 
Over the 12 months to March 1993, the weekly award rates of pay 
index for full-time adult employees rose by 1.0 per cent. For 
full-time adult males and full-time adult fernales the indexes rose by 
0.9 per cent and 1.0 per cent respectively. 


Source: Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Australia, March 1993 (6312.0) 


© Foreign trade — international cargo 
The value of total inward cargo for the September quarter 1992 was 
$14,580 million, an increase of $1,586 million (12%) compared with 
the June quarter 1992 and up $1,759 million (14%) on the September 
quarter of the previous year. The gross weight of this cargo was 
9.3 million tonnes, up 4 per cent on the June quarter 1992 and up 

“13 per cent on the September quarter of the previous year. 

Source: Foreign Trade, Australia: International Cargo, September Quarter 1992 (5440.0). 


The ABS supplies a wide range of 
statistical information: 


0 through its bookshops 
© by mail order 
(including subscription) 


0 by facsimile 
© electronically. 


To order any of the publications 
mentioned in Statistics Weekly or to 
inquire about the statistics and services 
available from the ABS, contact 
Information Services at any of the 
offices listed below. An Information 
Consultancy Service in each office 
provides assistance of a more extensive 


or complex nature. 


ABS Central Office 


= PO Box 10 
BELCONNEN ACT 2616 


(6) 252 6627 
FAX = (06) 253 1404 


ABS State Offices 


NSW (02) 268 4611 
Vic. (03) 615 7000 
Qid (07) 222 6351 
WA (09) 323 5140 
SA (08) 237 7100 
Tas. (002) 20 5800 
NT (089) 432 111 


Sabscriptions 

To subscribe to Statistics Weekly or any 
other ABS q 
roar era ay meas ra 


Order from the following: 


Expected releases over the fortnight to 1 June 


Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing Industry, 
Australia, March 1993 (6412.0; $10.70) 


Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing Industries, 
Australia, March 1993 (6411.0; $10.70) 


Import Price Index, Australia, March 1993 (6414.0; $8.20) 
Average Weekly Earnings, States and Australia, February 1993 


F5) 


(6302.0; $12.70) 
Manufacturing Production, Australia, April 1993, Preliminary 
(8301.0; $10.70) 


Private New Capital Expenditure, Australia, Actual and 
Expected Expenditure to June 1994, March Quarter 1993 
Survey, Preliminary (5625.0; $10.70) 


Registrations of New Motor Vehicles, Australia, April 1993 
Preliminary (9301.0; $10.70) 
27 Stocks, Manufacturers’ Sales, March Quarter 1993 and 
Expected Sales to December 1993, Australia (3629.0; $10.70) 
Company Profits, Australia, March 1993 (5651.0; $10.70) 


Balance of Payments, Australia, March Quarter 1993 
(5302.0; $21.40) 


Balance of Payments, Australia, April 1993 (5301.0; $16.30) 
Building Approvals, Australia, April 1993 (8731.0; $13.30) 


Selected releases: 12 to 18 May 


General 

Monthly Summary of Statistics, Aust, May 1993 (1304.0; $20.40) 

Queensland Pocket Year Book, 1993 (1302.3; $8.50) 
Demography 

Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Aust., February 1993 (3401.0; $6.60) 
National accounts, finance and foreign trade 

Foreign Trade, Aust: Merchandise Imports, March 1993 (5433.0; $9.70) 

Foreign Trade, Aust.: Merchandise Imports, March Qtr 1993 (5435.0; $19.40) 

Foreign Trade, Aust.: International Cargo, September Qtr 1992 (5440.0; $9.70) 
Labour statistics and prices 

Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Aust., March 1993 (6312.0; $12.70) 
Agriculture 

Livestock Products — Meat, Qid, March 1993 (7204.3; $5.10) 
Manufacturing, Mining, Energy, Service Industries, 


Building and Construction 
Dwelling Unit C ts Reported by Approving Authorities, Qid, 


omimencemen 
February 1993 (8741.3; $10.70) 
Buil Approvals — Private Sector, Perth Statiatica Division, April 1993 
( ; $5.00) 


Transport 
Motor Vehicle Registrations, WA, March 1993 (9303.5; $7.60) 


The latest — consolidated to 18 May 1993 g 


Latest figure available Percentage change (a) on 
Seasonally Previous Corresponding 


Key national indicators Period Units Original adjusted period period last year 
National accounts 
Gross domestic product (GDP(A)) at 1989-90 prices Dec. gtr 92 Sin na 93,598 07 25 
International accounts 
Balance on current account (b) Mar. 93 Sn — 1945 ~ 2,172 148 9% 
Balance on merchandise wade (b) 2 . ~ 554 -~ 19 — _ 
on goods and services (b) 2: : = ~933 = ed 
ise exports . . 5012 4,79 -7 5 
Merchandise impors = : ~ 5,566 ~ 5448 16 6 
Net forvign det 31 Dec. 92 $n 168,251 na 27 16.) 
Net foreign ‘iabilities = . 213.744 na 26 Wd 
Consumption and investment 
Retail tummover al current prices Mar. 93 Sim 7,835 8017 -1i2 25 
New capital expenditure at 1989-90 prices Dec. qtr 92 - 7,020 6472 13.0 10.9 
New motor vehicle registrations Mar. 93 no. 51,598 45,109 36 -S.) 
Production 
Manufacturers’ sales at 1989-90 prices Dec. qtr 92 $m 4,96) 33,470 2.7 22 
Dwelling unit Mar. 93 no. 15,759 1459 16 1346 
Buikling approvals he $m 2,114 1,972 ~7.2 138 
Building work done at 1989-90 prices Dec. qtr 92 ‘ 6.91 6,086 20 61 
Prices 
Consumer price index Mar. qtr 93 1989-90 = 100.0 108.9 a 09 12 
Articles produced by manufacturing industry (d) ‘eb. 93 1988-89 = 10000 1148 na 03 29 
Materials used in manufacturing imdusiries (c) Feb. 93 1984-85 = 100.0 126.7 na 00 48 
Labour force and demography 
Employed persons Apr. 93 000 7662.2 TAS20 ~01 ~o4 
Participation rate f = % 62.1 619 -—O8 -09 
Unemployment rate + = < 108 10.7 -0.2 02 
od —, Feb. 93 ‘100 29.8 %9 - =“ iT 
verage weekly overtime employee id hours 1.14 1.16 30 3 
Estimated peaident population at end of qtr Sept. 92 million 176 na 03 13 
Short-term overseas visitor arrivals Feb. 93 ‘00 245 233 -22 10.8 
Incomes 
Company profits before income tax Dec. 92 $n 4.853 3,728 - 192 25.1 
Average weekly earnings, full-time adulis; ontinary time Feb. 93 bY 595.50 he es) Ll 


Financial markets 


90-day bank bills + Mar 93 © per annum $.35 ha - 0.45 -2.20 
10-yew Treasury bonds + “3 = 7.80 ne ~ 6.20 ~ 210 
—_= rac — SUS_ = —_____Mes.93 ps $A OTS Sk 4 =J 


{a) Based on seasonally adjusted figures where available. (b) For percentage bg @ minus sign indicates an increase in the deficit; no Fy mans a decrease 
in the deficit or an increase in the surplus. (c) Source: Reserve Bank of Australia. (d) Later figures expectect to be released Wednesday, 19 May 199%. (c) Later 
figures expected to be released Th y, 20 May 1992. 

¢ + = change is shown in terms of percentage points. na. = not available. 


Percentage change from seme period previous year 


Key State indicators Period = NSW Vic. QM SA WA Te NT AT Aw. 
New capital expenditure’ Sept. qtr 92 -159 —18.2 29 ~ 29.4 on ~ 188 na na. ~ 106 
Retail turnover (trend estimate) Mar, 93 -02 29 62 0.3 76 a5 na. 71 26 
New motor vehicle registrationst Mar. 93 -45 -a9 ~WA -56 -35 2h 63 wa ~81 
Number of dwelling unit approvals* Mar, 99 185 10.9 218 78 a5 72 120.8 -97 1A6 
Value of total building work done Dee. qir 92 07 -12 158 15.2 16.4 mM -95 -0S 54 
Employed persons* Ape. 93 -a3 -6.2 23 0.6 25 -2 -47 59 -04 
Capital city consumer price index Mar, qtr 93 Mw ra is is 03 6 i4 18 2 
Average weekly earnings (full-time achult ordinary time) — Nov, 92 09 12 ] a4 12 42 5.9 7 4 
Population Sept, 92 14 On 25 07 16 08 190 273 LBS 
Room nights in licensed hotels and motels, etc. Sept. qtr 92 39 25 a7 0.2 20 -07 -0.7 17 29 
* Seasonally adjusted for NT amd ACT. + for Tas, NT and ACT. 

Fagenes tots than caban egn k vestety of ABS pubticdere, Cites Information Services (see page 


may be obtained from . Some 
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